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Agenda

• 1. Legal Considerations: Beyond Theory - Practical Applications of 

the Law to Shipping 4.0

• 2. Building the Business Case for Shipping 4.0

• 3. On the Horizon – Legal Considerations and the Emerging 

Market

3



Legal Considerations
Beyond Theory - Practical Applications of 

the Law to Shipping 4.0
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‘To be, or not to be: that is the question.’ 
Hamlet, Act 3, Scene 1
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
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IMO Regulatory Scoping Exercise 
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Legal Considerations – Short Term
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Legal Considerations – Long Term
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A Tale of Two … Interpretations
Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (1859)

• …The question is,’ said Alice, ‘whether you can make words mean so many 

different things’….

Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking Glass
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Who doth protest too much?
Hamlet Act III, Scene II 

• It is recognized international law and practice that, to prevent 

deviations from the law, states must persistently object to 

actions by other states that seek to change those rules. Anglo-

Norwegian Fisheries Case (U.K. v. Nor.), Judgment, 1951 I.C.J. 

Rep. 116, 138 (Dec. 18). 

• IMO Tacit Approval 
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‘What’s in a name? A rose by any other 
name ….’ So, what is a vessel?
Romeo and Juliet, Act 2, Scene 2
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Building the Business Case for Shipping 4.0
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…since last year’s conference
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Best of Times, worst of times
Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (1859) 
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Et tu, Coast Guard?
Julius Caesar, Act 3, Scene 1
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On the Horizon – Legal Considerations and 
the Emerging Market
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‘But soft! What light through yonder 
window breaks?’ … Applying soft law
Romeo and Juliet, Act 2 Scene 2
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‘We know what we are, but know not what 
we may be.’… What is on the horizon?
Hamlet, Act 4, Scene 5

• Safe + Smart + Sustainable

• Make it “real” - market will follow and create real economic 

advantages in the supply chain

• Hype? Or not?

• NEED DATA + more collaboration

• Think broader than just MASS – unknown transport applications

• Reduce GHG – transport goods via internal waterways (off roads)

• Emerging regulations - help shape regulatory or non-regulatory 

actions applicable to development and deployment of AI
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Thank You

Sean T. Pribyl

Washington, DC

202.469.5203 

Sean.Pribyl@hklaw.com
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